
Table 3.4. Surface area measurements, sieve analysis, and calculations of effective surface 
areas before and after weathering tests. 

 
 
The before-weathering distributions for the shale and sandstone samples are exactly what 
resulted from crushing the samples; the particle size distribution for the coal refuse sample was 
reconstructed/adjusted to meet the specification of the revised method as shown in Table 3.3.  
The BET measurements of surface area for the shale are an order of magnitude greater than the 
sandstone and coal refuse surface areas for most size classes (except the 0.149 mm coal refuse 
pre-weathering).  This is probably due to much greater intrinsic porosity in the shale laminae.  
The sandstone sample was from a very hard and well-cemented lithologic unit, thus there was 
little difference in the particle size distributions or surface area measurements after weathering.  
The coal refuse sample showed the greatest change in effective surface area of all samples tested 
at Laboratory 3 in the 2002 and 2003 weathering tests (Table 3.5).  This change is largely due to 
the reduction in surface area of the two finest size classes (Table 3.4).  Two factors that probably 
contributed to this reduction are  (a )  loss of fines during weekly sample collection and  (b)  
weathering of fine-grained pyrite in these size classes.   
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