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simultaneously, one can focus on optimization of the
individual objectives. As a result, the performance and
cost effectiveness of passive treatment systems is rapidly
improving. Today, most mine operators who install prop-
erly designed passive treatment systems rapidly recoup the

cost of their investment through decreased water treatment
costs. There is no reason to doubt that this technology
will continue to improve and that, over time, passive
treatment will be used in applications that are not possible
today.
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