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MININGU: 

THE KEYTO UKRAINE'S FUTURE SUCCESS 


Ukraine has lagged behind much of the West 
economically. But while the rest of the West's mining 
educa tion progril llls have declined in the last couple 
of decades, Ukraine 's Na tional Mining University hilS 
churned out well--eduGltcd graduates by the hundreds_ 
n,ose grad uil tes cou ld be the key to the 'm~"¥,,,,,~u ,,. 

Mary Caperton Morton 

FEATURE 

BIRDS AND DINOSAURS: 
STRAIGHT ANCESTRAL LINE 
OR MUDDLED FAMILYTREE? 

Scientists can point to plen ty of 
fossil evidence that suggests thai 
modern bi rds descended directly 
from a branch of d inosaurs: 
imprints of fealhe rs, skeleta l 
simila rities, even remnan ts of 
ancien t prote ins. But it's no t so 
simp le, critics say - llwrc's also 
evidence against this direct link . 
Do we have a ve rd ict yL'l ? 

Carolyn Gramling 

A LITTLE SALT 
GOES A LONG WAY 

Much of the United Stiltes still uses road salt to dear 
w inter TOildways, despite g rowing evi dence that salt 
fr€<juently ends up in nearby waterways, endangering 
the environment. But s..lfety is paramount. If not 
sod ium ch loride, LIre there other 
viable options fo r d earing 
winter rood ways? 

Mary Ca perton Morton 

FEATURE 

A COMMENT: 
BIOPHYSICAL ECONOMICS: 
ISSUES IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
ACT AS A LENS FOR GLOBAL 
ISSUES 

We n ...-ed to bette r manage de\'eJopment 
rcJatiw to society, naturnl ecosystems, 
cl imilte and energy. How we managl.' 
and develop the Mississippi Delta - iln 
endangered IXOsystcm tha t supplies 
tremendous economic and natur,)1 va lue 
- Com 5t!rve as an e.xample for how to 
develop sustainably t'verywhcre_ 

John W. Day, Charles A.S. Hall and 
Alejandro Yaiiez-Arancibia 
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GEOLOGISTS ARE IN THE WINNER'S CIRCLE 
Geolor,isb are lucky: Ou r jobs <1«' not on ly important 
to society ~ whether we're mappi ng I)lou ntil ins, 
findi,ng oil and nalu ra , resou rces, or predicting natural 
h,lZards - but we get to spend d lot of time in the 
beau tiful ou tdoors. 
Fred Schwab 
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Nutrient Boom 

20 Removing greater levels of phos­

phorus and nitrogen from wastewater 
is driving a new round of construc­
tion as old plants are fitted with new 

technology and new plants are built. 
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The Top 600 Speciatty 
Contractors 

40 The recession is taking a toll on 
subcontractors and specialty contrac~ 

tors, and most are struggling to 
find creative ways to deal with it. 
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