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"Algae fuel" docsn' t images 
of power, bi ~ business Or high-tech 
gildgetry; it suggests a modest picture 
of a murky pond cO\'ered by a greasy, 
greenish fil m. Bu t algae may have 
the:.' potentia l to become the ultimate 
in "green" fuel. powering everything 
from cars to jets and p<)s~ i bly solving 
the food versus fuel deb,lte. The 
technology h.1S come a long woy in the 
last couple o( r ears. 

Carolyn Gramling 

FEATURE 

SICKNESS AFTER THE SURGE 

FEATURE 


consequence of natu ral disas ters has become 
in the public health comm uni ty. r--";;'--~ 
Although the surge of wa iN th il t comes 
ashore with storms and tsuna mis can 
drn rl.latica lly affect human hc" lth, 
the grea t.:..'S t risks are rardy infecti ous 
diseaSes. Researchers ;m~ working to 
learn more ,loout what 'lCtllall y happens 
afte r the storm ..urges subside. 

Cassandra Willyard 

TRENDS AND INNOVATIONS 

MINING FOR IRON OXIDES 
IN COAL MINE SLUDGE 
The billions of tons of coal extracted f rom Penmylvil11ia 
ovcr the past two centuries have long since gone up in 
smoke, but their I('gdc), Jives on in the state's rivers and 
waterw,l ),s. Now a n~w technology implemented <1\ a 
mine in sou thweste rn Pennsylvania 
promises to become the worl d's fi rst 
economic,l ll y SCIf-susl<lining mine 
d rainage trea tment system, restori ng 
strc.)ms ....'hile h.lrn ing Ihe collect(.'Ct 
me tals into a c()m mercia l product. 
Nicole Branan 

Stretchi ng nearly the width of sou thern 
Floridil, the Everglades' va ried 
ecosystems are home to eve rything 
from pilnt hers to wading birds to 
the ubiquitous alligators. But human 
development has placed the noti onal 
pa rk in danger. Phosphorus, su lfur 
and other pollllton ts !lue,lten the 
Evergla des' waters a nd li fe. 

BENCHMARKS 

FEBR UARY 12, 1809: 
CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN IS BORN 
AN D SO BEGAN MODERN BIOLOGY 
ru. celebr,ltions in honor of Cha rles Darw in's 2UOth 
birthday ore in hill swing, a revolution is rumbling 
through evolutimla ry biology. Over the last dccilde 
or so, scientists have IC.lToed thM part'nts Ciln 
pass on Olon.' than just their DNA st'quencc 
to their offspring.. suggesting Ih<lt there is 
much more 1"0 cvolu tion than jllst 
random variation fo llowed by 
sc.lcction of the fittest. 
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