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THETHIRSTY DRAGON AND

THE WEALTHY BEAR:

HOW CHINA, RUSSIA AND HIbH R

OIL PRICES INFLUENCE GL OP»‘\I
DYNAMICS

Russia and China are changing the!
terms of energy geopolitics, and in |
the process, changing everyone’s

place in the world. The first article in

a two-part series examines the ways
China asserts its influence in the global
energy market and the implications
for U % foreign policy and energy
security.

Lindsey Bartlett and Michael E. Webber

FEATURE

FEATURE

THE CAUSE OF CHINA'S
DEVASTATION:
AFTER THE QUAKE

In the month following the May
earthquake in China, two research
teams traveled to the region to observe
the devastation, with the hopes

of lending their expertise to help
rebuild. The teams provide firsthand
accounts and sobering pictures of their
experiences.

Sarah Bahan and Walter Mooney; Jian
Guo Liu and Timothy Kusky

AT FIRST JOLT

Researchers cannot predict
when and where the next
earthquake will strike, but
they can provide a few
seconds to prepare before
severe shaking starts. Such
early warning systems can
provide enough time to stop
trains, close bridges and shut

down utility plants.
Richard Allen

JURASSIC MED SCHOOL

You might be surprised to learn that
many doctors teaching anatomy

at medical schools are actually
paleontologists, not physicians. But the
growing trend of paleontologists and
anthropologists staffing the faculties of
med schools shouldn’t be surprising:
After all, one vertebrate isn’t that
different from another.

Mary Caperton Morton

ON THE COVER: The bear (Russia), the dragon (China) and Uncle Sam (the United States) play poker with oil and coal. lllustration by
Nicolle Rager Fuller, Sayo-Art Science lllustration. Inset: Drew Lee/Ohio University
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AGl is a nonprofit federation of 44 geoscientific and professional
associations that represents more than 120,000 geologists, geophys-
icists, and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides infor-
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the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resilience to natu-
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TV: “Jurassic Fight Club” — Does Not Play Well with

A POLITICAL COMMENT

SCIENCE EDUCATION: HOW TO MAKE IT WORK

The terms “competitiveness” and “innovation” may

be on the tips of policymakers’ tongues, but will

that translate into improved science, technology,
engineering and math legislation in the new Congress?
Marcy Gallo

A COMMENT

CLIMATICTIPPING POINTS

Talk of a “tipping point” has become de rigueur in
climate change discussions, but whether we are actually

on the cusp of one s debatable.
William Ruddiman

GEOLOGIC COLUMN

OIL: | AM NOT ADDICTED AND | AM NOT GOING TO TAKE IT
ANYMORE

Oil may be a necessity for our modern society, but it
is not an addiction — unless our dependence on food,
water and air are also addictions.

Stephen M. Testa

FROM THE EDITOR
LETTERS: PERSPECTIVES FROM READERS
GEOMEDIA
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»Cost Report

28 Record-high oil and steel prices
during the first half of the year
were just showing up in construc-
tion industry cost indexes when
the historic financial crisis swept
the economy, shaking up the cost
picture.
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