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Features 
22 Recipe for Respect 

For years. states and localities have 
pleaded with Washington for help 
and gotten stiffed. There's a better 
approach. By Alan Greenblatt 

m s  Welf@eWoMng?- - - - 

The welfare check isn't what it used to 
be-for the poor families who need it or 
for the state and local officials who help 
them. By Jonathan Walters 

34 Do You Really Want to Be the Best? 
Cities see both benefits and drawbacks 
to being ranked a top place to  live. 
By Zach Patton 

40 Unscripted Ending 
The picture gets blurry for public access 
television. By Josh Goodman 

42 The Year of the Superbus 
Decked ------- out with amenities and - fueled& 
efficiencies, local bus fleets are heading 
for prime time. By Ellen Perlman 
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60 Heavy Mettle 
"Roadeos" are a popular way for transit 
and truck drivers to test their skills. 
By Ellen Perlman 
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Up Front 
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11 Assessments 
Alan Ehrenhalt on how walkable 
urbanism became fashionable. 

14 Dialogue 
Letters from readers. 

15 Observer 
Southern water wars, budget 
jitters for state employees, 
and the continuing adventures 
of Jerry Brown. 

17 Urban Notebook 
Riding the rails in Charlotte, 
and taking advantage of the 
housing bust. 

18 Player 
Ted Cruz: States' Rights Man. 

21 Potomac Chronicle 
Somebody needs to push the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency into the 21st century. 

The Business of Government 
LEAD STORY FINANCE 

47 Turmoil on Wall Street and 54 Briefing: Turning to bonds 
downturns in the economy take to preserve affordable 
their toll on the muni market. rental housing. 

HEALTH 

48 Briefing: Medicaid patients' 
medical histories go online in 
Florida. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

50 William Fulton on why BRAC 
is no longer a dirty word in 
military-base towns. 

ENVIRONMENT 

55 Tom Arrandale on fighting 
global warming in small-town 
America. 

MANAGEMENT 

56 Briefing: Colorado makes it 
easier for state workers to join 
unions. 

TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSPORTATION 

51 Earthquake modeling 57 Alex Marshall on why American 
helps California assess risks to 
hospitals. cities have some of the world's 

bumpiest roads. 
52 Tech Talk: Ellen Perlman 

on keeping caseworkers 
connected in the field. 

4 FEBRUARY 2008 GOVERNING 



Content 
F E B R U A R Y  2008 VOL. 40 NO. 2 

Manifest 
Destiny 18 
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West in profound 
ways. By Katherine 
Mclntire Peters 
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your contractors can 
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GAO has a few ideas for how agencies can 
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Front and Back Cover: Cattle graze near Fort Peck Reservoir in northeastern Montana, 
USA, 27 June 2002. The cattle are on a ranch managed for the production of livestock under 
a rest-rotation grazing system that incorporates the habitat needs of upland game birds in the 
design. Photos by Michael R. Frisina. 
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