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two-way data exchange to plan
new automotive plants in
Michigan, and then “building to
the models,” General Motors is
raising the standards for fast and
efficient construction.
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12 Many government buildings in Islamabad, Pakistan, built under weak build-
E )\ ing codes, were destroyed in the earthquake that struck Oct. 8. Locals call for
improvement to government’s system for construction approval.
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24 Vulnerabilities exposed by strong
storms prompt examination of
new flood defense strategies

28 Upgrades are under way to dikes
that keep Florida’s Lake
Okeechobee in check

30 Various remedies are eyed to
update old and frail California
levee system
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A man cycles past cooling towers at the coal-powered Fuxin Electricity Plant in Fuxin, in China's northeast
Liaoning province on Feb. I7. Demand for pawer in China is soaring as the economy booms, feading to increased
demand for coal production. Throughout China, and particularly in Beijing, the government is trying to imple-
ment sweeping environmental changes to keep up with the economic development, Read more on page |8, Photo
15 from AP/Wide World Photos.
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