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Creat Plains resources, he nonetheless laments.
“The public is more than willing to lose money
raising wild hison . . . and we should be will-
ing to consider resolving this paradox: Bison
bison is the only wild animal in the United
States that is not allowed to live as a wild ani-
mal . . . anywhere in its original range.” Lest
someone charge him with one-sidedness in his
fascination with bison and his advocacy of
their protection and restoration, he defuses
with, “At bottom, wildlife management in our
society uses biological knowledge to imple-
ment individual values as they are expressed
through our political system. I am an expert
on my own values, and | don't hesitate to ad-
vocate themn.” This is a clear enough statement
on advocacy yet leaves the political implemen-
tation open to public debate.

Public debate occurred in the late 1800s
and herds declined from millions of individu-

Book BEviEw

279

als to tens. Advocates for and against bison
were vocal then. The Great Slaughter "choice”
was taken then and the gene pool was hottle-
necked severely. This narrowing has shaped
the possibilities of what we can hope to accom-
plish with bison conservation now. Attitudes
must be plumbed and a reasonable solution or
solutions to the issues addressed soon. This hook
will serve well to popularize at least some of
the possibilities. It should alse be 4 model as
each of us addresses our own advocacy issues
in the conservation or eradication of our
favorite plants, bugs, birds, and bacteria. You
gotta read this book.

C. Riley Nelson

Depuartment of Integrative Biology
Brigham Young University
Frovo, Utah 84602
rileynelson @by
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