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GLOSSARY 

Acidic - Having a pH of l e s s  than 7.0 

Actinomycetes - Any of numerous genera l ly  filamentous and o f t en  pathogenic 
microorganisms of t h e  family Actinomycetaceae, resembling both b a c t e r i a  
and fungi.  

Aerobic - Oxygen-requiring organism. 

Agar - Dried polysaccharide e x t r a c t  of red algae used a s  a s o l i d i f y i n g  agent 
i n  microbiological  media. 

Agr icul tura l  Limestone - A s o i l  amendment cons is t ing  p r i n c i p a l l y  of calcium 
carbonate but  including magnesium carbonate and perhaps o ther  ma te r i a l s  
used t o  fu rn i sh  calcium and magnesium as  e s s e n t i a l  elements f o r  t h e  
growth of p l a n t s  and t o  n e u t r a l i z e  s o i l  ac id i ty .  It i s  made by 
crushing o r  pulver iz ing  limestone. 

Arg i l l i ans  - See 3.3.3.2. 

Alkaline - Having a pH g r e a t e r  than 7.0. 

Amorphous - Having no c r y s t a l  s t ruc tu re .  

Anistrophic ( o p t i c a l  mineralogy) - Any c r y s t a l  i n  which t h e  o p t i c a l  
p roper t i e s  ( indexes)  very with respect  t o  d i rec t ions  of t h e  c r y s t a l  
axes. Term includes all c r y s t a l  systems except isometric  and amorphous. 

Anthropic - Said of an epipedon t h a t  i s  s imi la r  t o  a moll ic  epipedon but  
i n  which t h e  content of P205 i s  g rea te r  than 250 ppm. 

Argillaceous - Containing an appreciable amount of clay-size p a r t i c l e s .  

Autoclave - An apparatus using steam under pressure f o r  s t e r i l i z a t i o n .  

Bacter ia  - Any of numerous u n i c e l l u l a r  microorganisms occurring i n  a wide 
v a r i e t y  of forms, e x i s t i n g  a s  e i t h e r  a f ree- l iv ing organism o r  p a r a s i t e ,  
and having a wide range of biochemical, o f t en  pathogenic, p roper t i e s .  

Bedding Planes - Planes t h a t  mark t h e  breaks between d i f f e r e n t  rock types 
o r  changes i n  color  o r  t e x t u r e  wi th in  a rock type. 

B i o t i t e  - A mineral of t h e  mica group. ( see  3.3.2.2 f o r  o p t i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s ) .  

Birefr ingence - See 3.3.2.2. 
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