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GROWTH MEDIUM 
REQUIREMENTS IN 

WEST VIRGINIA
TOPSOIL REQUIREMENTS

(38 CSR 2-14.3) 
FORESTLAND GROWTH MEDIUM

(38 CSR 2-7.6)
WILDLIFE HABITAT GROWTH MEDIUM

(38 CSR 2-7.7)



TOPSOIL REQUIREMENTS 
(38 CSR 2-14.3) 

Topsoil must be stripped and 
redistributed in a separate layer 
unless a topsoil substitute is 
approved



TOPSOIL SUBSTITUTE 
REQUIREMENTS 
(38 CSR 2-14.3.c) 

Substitute material must be capable of 
supporting and maintaining the 
approved post mining land use
This determination must be based on 
chemical and physical analyses of the 
overburden and topsoil



CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL 
ANALYSES MUST INCLUDE:

Depth
Thickness
Extent
pH
Texture Class
% Coarse and % Fines
Nutrient content



TOPSOIL SUBSTITUTE 
CERTIFICATION 
(38 CSR 2-14.3.c) 

Proposed substitute material is equally 
suitable for sustaining vegetation as the 
existing topsoil;
Resulting soil medium is the best reasonably 

available in the permit area to support 
vegetation; and
The analyses were conducted using standard 
testing procedures



Growth Medium Requirements in 
Forestland Post Mine Land Use and 
Wildlife Post Mine Land Use:

At Least 75% sandstone

Paste pH between 5.0 and 7.5

Soluble Salts less than 1 mmho/cm

















































































IN SUMMARY, ALL THE SITES 
YOU SAW YESTERDAY:
COMPLY WITH STATE AND FEDERAL 
REGULATIONS REGARDING FORESTRY 
GROWTH MEDIUM REQUIREMENTS 
INCORPORATED THE FRA
WILL PRODUCE HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE 
FORESTLAND SOONER THAN 
TRADITIONAL RECLAMATION 
TECHNIQUES
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