
The Kentucky Reforestation    

Initiative

The Kentucky Department of 

Natural Resources

Paul Rothman 

Reforestation Works, Trees Please!!





Current regulation supports the use of RAM #124 methodology



Current regulation supports the use of RAM #124 methodology





Reclamation Advisory Memorandum #124

Identified three prevalent problems associated with 

current reclamation practices. They are:

 Excessive compaction of the rooting medium by 

repeated tracking with large heavy equipment 

 Selection of inappropriate materials for the rooting 

medium

 Excessive competition from the herbaceous ground 

cover species established to control erosion



RAM #124 Recommends the Following Practices

 Select the best available on-site growth medium. The soiling material should have 

low to moderate levels of soluble salts, a pH of 5.0 to 7.0, low pyritic sulfur content, 

and a texture conducive to proper drainage. However, some sites simply don’t have 

this type of soiling material available. In those cases it is very important that the 

tree and groundcover species selected will tolerate the site conditions.

 Minimizing compaction during the application and final grading of the soiling 

material is extremely important. Compaction can be minimized by dumping and 

leveling of the final surface layer in separate operations. When the soiling material 

is placed,  it should be dumped in piles that tightly abut one another. Once all the  

soiling medium has been placed, a low pressure bulldozer should then be used to 

gently level the area in one or two passes.

 Slow growing tree compatible ground covers should be selected (TRM # 21 should 

be consulted for recommendations).

 Fertilizer requirements should be based on a current soil test, and the soil testing 

laboratory should be informed that the area will be planted in trees.

 Selection of tree and shrub species should be appropriate to the approved post 

mining land use. 

 Tree planting activities should always be performed by experienced and reputable 

tree planters.









Study conducted by James A. Burger, Professor of Forest Soil Science,

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University









Research by Don Graves, University of Kentucky
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Remining 



Remining Incentives

Current remining incentives 

 Reduced base bond amounts

 Highwall elimination 

 Reduced revegetation standards

 Individual NPDES permits(Rahall)

 AML reclamation agreements

Incentives that were not extended in 2004

 Reduced bond liability periods (2 years)

 Unforeseen/unanticipated events 



London Regional Office

Jamieson Construction Company

Permit Number : 863 - 0282











Western Kentucky

Peabody Coal Company’s 

Ken Mine

Permit Number: 898 - 9074









Charolais Coal No. 1, LCC

Permit No. 889









Eastern Kentucky Operations

Stone Mining

Permit Number: 897 - 0085











QUESTIONS?

www.surfacemining.ky.gov/regguidance/rams/


